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What are the key components that make 
up a quality SGO?



● The SGO is specific and measurable.
● The SGO includes a significant proportion of students and the curriculum.
● The assessment is comprehensive and of good quality. (The assessment is 

rigorous and aligned to the standards) 
● More than one data source is used for baseline data. 
● There is a scoring plan in place that differentiates learning targets for groups 

of students based on starting points. 



Which of the following are specific & measurable?

1. 75% of students in tier 1 will score 80% on the social studies final assessment.
2. 80% of students in tier 3 will score 3/4 on at least 8 components of the art 

portfolio rubric.
3. 75% of all students will increase their performance by  an average of 15% on 

several measures of writing competence over the course of 4 months.
4. Students will increase their understanding of motion and energy.



Let’s take a look at Mr. Roosevelt’s example: 

● Grade: 10
● Course: US History I 
● Number of students: 45

One of the recurring themes of the USI course is the emergence of the modern 
welfare state officially ushered in during the New Deal era.  In this SGO, students will 
write a research paper tracing the growth of the federal government, drawing on 
aspects learned throughout the year, making judgments as to its positive or 
negative influence on the United States of America.  



Let’s take a look at Mr. Roosevelt’s example: 

In this SGO, students will display their content knowledge, as well as their ability to 
develop a well-designed argumentative short research paper.  



Starting Points & Preparedness Groupings 

Preparedness Group Writing Sample  #1 Writing Sample #2 Freshman year’s 
English grade 

High > 90% > 90% > 90%

Medium 78-89% 78-89% 78-89%

Low < 77% < 77% < 77%



State simply what percentage of students in each 
preparedness group will meet what target.

Preparedness Group Number of Students Target Score on SGO 
Assessment (research 
paper)

High 7 > 93

Medium 22 84-92

Low 16 78-83

85% of students in each preparedness group will meet 
their assigned target scores for full attainment of the 
objective. 



Let’s take a look at Mrs. Google’s example:

● Grade: 9-10
● Course: Algebra II 
● Number of students: 100

Rationale: The following CCCS have been selected as critical areas for an Algebra II 
course because they are identified as prerequisite anchor skills for future course 
work in Trigonometry, Pre-Calc and Calculus.   Additionally, these algebraic 
foundational skills and reasoning have relevance and applications that are essential 
for success in college and career readiness in the STEM fields, including but not 
limited to biology, physics, and technology. 



Let’s take a look at Mrs. Google’s example:

Mrs. Google listed six math content standards on her SGO form that she would be 
assessing.  Here are just a few: 

● Solve quadratic equations in one variable. 
● Choose trigonometric functions to model periodic phenomena with specified 

amplitude, frequency, and midline. 
● Identify zeros of polynomials when suitable factorizations are available… 



Starting Points & Preparedness Groupings 

Preparedness Group Diagnostic assessment Geometry Grade Algebra I Grade 

High > 90% > 90% > 90%

Medium 85-90% 85-90% 85-90%

Low < 85% < 85% < 85%



State simply what percentage of students in each 
preparedness group will meet what target.

Preparedness Group Number of Students Target Score on SGO 
Assessment (Common Final 
Exam)

High 29 > 95 

Medium 53 > 90

Low 18 80-90

85% of students in each preparedness group will meet 
their assigned target scores for full attainment of the 
objective. 



The Process… 

● Choose the standards to address (most important standards or the students’ 
weakest skills).

● Choose assessments that yield accurate results. 
● Determine students’ starting targets and group them accordingly. 
● Differentiate learning targets.


