
Integrating Literacy Strategies 
Across the Curriculum

“Use writing and critical reading to help students gain some control of the process of discovery, and, 
even more important, to relate the process of writing to the process of learning a given subject 

matter” - Janet Enig, “Writing as a Mode of Learning”



What is your definition of  literacy?? 
How about content area literacy? 

 





Why We Need an Across-the-Curriculum 
Emphasis on Literacy

Not to teach writing and reading but to teach our students 
how to learn



Literacy is a Powerful Tool

● Interpret data 
● Synthesize information from multiple sources
● Arrive at a hypothesis
● Infer from texts to arrive at an analysis
● Answer a text-based question

Writing and reading are processes of discovery! They force 
students to go beyond mere memorization and apply what they’ve 
learned. 



Session Goals

● Review literacy standards across disciplines.
● Explore best practice in achieving literacy across 

the curriculum.
● Model strategies that demonstrate how reading 

and writing promote literacy.
● Reflect on and discuss how to incorporate 

literacy into your daily plans. 



Research Shows...

If teachers integrate literacy into their content area a 
couple of times a week, students increase reading 
levels and significantly improve performance on 

content area standardized testing.

Today’s jobs demand greater literacy skills. 



Reading & Writing Standards for Literacy 
Across Disciplines (Science, History, Technology)

Just a few...
● Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science 

and technical texts.
● Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; trace the 

text’s explanation or depiction of a complex process.
● Read and comprehend science, technical, & historical texts.  
● Analyze the structure of the relationships between concepts in 

a text (force, friction, reaction force, etc.).



Our students need support!

They need:
● access to a wide variety of reading material
instruction that builds skills and the desire to 
read complex materials
● expert teachers who model and provide
explicit instruction across the curriculum



Our students need support!

They should:
● write weekly in ALL classes
● write research paper in ALL classes
● be asked to use reading and writing 

strategies to enhance their learning
● read 25 books across the curriculum over 

the course of the year 











 

 Sweet Sources & Strategies to 
Bring Literacy to Content 

Classes 



Mathematics
● Check out Math Matters to see how professionals use math in the real world.
● Write a paragraph describing a math technique to solve a problem, or write an 

essay on all the different ways to solve a problem. 
● Watch an episode of "Numb3rs", and write down mathematical ideas discussed in 

the show to share in class.
● Keep a math journal to write entries that use math vocabulary.

http://www.thirteen.org/get-the-math/
http://mathstrategies.wordpress.com/numb3rs-activities/


Science 
● Read about current events within science using the following credible 

sources:
NY Times - Science Section
Science Times 
Advancing Science & Communication
Science Daily

Summarize, address and analyze the main idea; consider the impact of   
the event and relate the issue to school-related class material.

● Analyze a scientific journal article.
● Cite evidence in an article and use it to explain real-life phenomena.

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/
http://time.com/science/
http://time.com/science/
http://time.com/science/
http://www.curiousyoungwriters.org
http://www.curiousyoungwriters.org
http://www.sciencedaily.com/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/ccss-literacy-science-classroom
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/how-are-mitochondria-connected-to-the-aging-process-core-challenge


History 
● Engage in DBQ assignments to conduct historical inquiry and document 

analysis. 
● Analyze a political cartoon’s main idea and identify the author’s 

persuasive appeals. 
● Use an array of primary documents 

such as: Senate speeches, newspaper 
opinion pieces and Presidential 
speeches to explore historical time
periods like American 
Imperialism. 

http://www.dbqproject.com/


Literacy Design Collaborative
Teaching Channel

Newsela
Adolescent Literacy

http://ldc.org/sample-curricula
http://ldc.org/sample-curricula
https://www.teachingchannel.org/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/
https://newsela.com
https://newsela.com
http://www.adlit.org/article/c117/
http://www.adlit.org/article/c117/

